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Muarch 22, 1824
Gorthe had been desirous of making the acquaintance of a young
Englishman, a Lieutenant Whitby, then in Weimat on business. !
conducted this gentleman to Goethe's house, where Goethe greered
us most cordially and offered us wine and biscuits. English, he said,
was a wholly spendid {anguage, which had given him the decpest
pleasure aver mmany years. He had mastered it eatly, he told us, in
order 1o be able to savar the felicities and tragic depths of Shake-
spearc, with whom no author in the world, before or since, could
rightfully be compared. We were in a most pleasant mood and
continued to talk about the accomplishments of the young English-
man’s countrymen until quite late. The English, Gocthe said n
parting, arc the shining brown varnish on the sad chiffonier of
civilization. Lieutenant Whitby blushed most noticeably.
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April 7, 1824
7 When I entered Goethe's house at noon, a wrapped parcel was
standing in the foyer. “And what do you imagine this may be?”
asked Goethe with a smile. 1 could not for the life of me fathom
what the parcel might contain, for it was most oddly shaped. Gocthe
explained that it was 2 sculpture, 2 gift from his friend van den
Broor, the Dutch artist. He unwrapped the package with the utmost
care, and I was seized with admiration when the noble figure within '
‘was revealed: a representation, inbronze, of a young woman dresscd
as Diana, her bow bent and an arrow on the string. We marveled
together at the perfection of form and fineness of detail, most of
all at the, indefinable aura of spirituality which radiated fram the
work. “Truly astenishing!” Gocthe exclaimed, and I hastened to
agree. Art, Goethe said, is the four-percent interest on the municipat
bond of life, He was very pleased with this remark and repeated it
several times.



